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LIBRARY HOURS
Monday – Thursday			
Friday – Saturday			
Sunday				

9 AM – 9 PM
9 AM – 5 PM
CLOSED

HOLIDAY Hours
Friday, November 11 – CLOSED
Saturday, November 12 – OPEN
Wednesday, November 23 – Closing at 5 PM
Thursday – Friday, November 24 – 25 – CLOSED
Friday – Monday, December 23 – 26 – CLOSED
Saturday, November 26 – OPEN
Friday – Monday, December 30 – January 2 – CLOSED
Selinsky–Green Farmhouse Museum
Wednesday, November 23 – CLOSED
Saturday, November 26 – CLOSED
December 18 – January 2 – CLOSED

No. 6

GUARDIANS OF MICHIGAN BOOK PRESENTATION
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 6:30 PM
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Join historian and photographer Jeff Morrison for
a presentation about his new work Guardians of
Michigan: Architectural Sculpture of the Pleasant
Peninsulas. He will present more than 100 spectacular
photos of interesting architectural sculpture found
on buildings throughout Michigan, from Ann Arbor
to Ontonagon and all points in between. You will
learn about the symbolism behind the sculpture and
hear some of the stories of the artists, artisans, and
architects involved in the creation of these wonderful
structures and the unique art that adorns them.
There will be time for questions and his books will
be available for purchase.

For your convenience, the book drop is open when
the Library is closed.
GENEALOGY PRESENTATION: THE RECORDS
OF THE LAURA INGALLS WILDER FAMILY
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 6:30PM
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Most genealogy lectures focus on a particular type
of record or research methodology such as family
records, church and civil records, census research,
land records, or military files. This presentation by
James Jackson follows one (well–known) pioneer
family through their travels “Out West”, and examines
the many records that were generated and left
behind – just like your family. Learn how to broaden
the records search for genealogical records through
the story of pioneer icon Laura Ingalls Wilder and
her family.
Inside the Library is printed courtesy of the Friends of the Library and the Historical Society of St. Clair Shores.

New Polaris Catalog with
New Patron Features
On September 22 our Library and the libraries of
the Suburban Library Cooperative moved to a new
catalog and computer system. Your patience and
understanding have been appreciated during this
transition.
Here are some new features and tips:
Locate the New Catalog – Go to our website,
www.scslibrary.org. Click “Search Our Catalog” in
the left menu bar and you will be taken to the new
catalog. (If you saved a bookmark on your computer
to the old catalog, delete it; it no longer works.)
Cookies – A window will appear at the top of the
catalog to explain that cookies are necessary for the
site to “provide you an optimal experience.” Click the
Accept button to allow the site to function properly.
Log in – To access your account, click “Log in” at
the top right of the catalog. Type your library card
number (no spaces) in the Barcode area. Enter
your PIN (Personal Identification Number). All PINs
were reset to the last four digits of the library card
number. To customize your PIN, present your library
card in person at our Circulation Desk, or click “I
forgot my PIN” to have a reset link sent to your
email address (if you already have an email address
on record). After logging in, your name will appear
at top right. Click on your name to view tabs that
contain account information. The My Bookshelf tab
showcases current checkouts, holds, fines and fees,
and profile setups. Click each tab to explore.
Viewing Holds – Within your My Bookshelf tab,
click the Holds area. Each item will have its own bar
of information, showing the title and cover image.
The middle of the bar has a date that the hold ends;
this is the period of time for which the hold will be
on order for you. If you would like to suspend your
hold, click the down arrow at far right and select
the “Freeze” option. Your hold will be suspended for
one year from the day you froze it. When you are
ready to activate your hold, come back to this area
and click the “Unfreeze” option. If you would like
to specify dates that your holds become unfrozen,
please speak to one of our librarians. Holds may no
longer be suspended indefinitely; be sure to check
your account or speak to a librarian to determine
when your suspended holds will end.
Reading History – This tab is found near the My
Bookshelf tab. Your history of checkouts did not
carry over to the new catalog, so this a fresh start
in building a list of checkouts. You may turn on the

list for yourself by clicking this tab and tapping the
button in the middle of the screen to “Opt in to
Reading History”; or this feature can be activated
when you check out with staff.
Browsing – The new catalog helps with searches
by providing suggested items as you type. If you hit
the enter key before you finish typing your search
request, the catalog will show a list of most likely
item suggestions.
Call Number and Shelf Location – After finding
your item in the catalog, you can search it out on
the shelves for yourself. To discover where your item
is located, click on the owning library and a side
window will appear with the item’s call number and
shelf location, and whether it’s “In” the building or
checked “Out” to another patron.
Contact Preferences – Our new system offers
options for notices: text, email, or both. Text
preferences did not migrate to the new system, so if
you enjoy text notices, circulation staff may assist. If
you phone to update your contact information, staff
will ask for your library card and driver’s license or
state ID numbers to access your account. This new
system cannot send notices by phone call. If you do
not desire text or email notices, please feel welcome
to call the Library any time during public hours for
advice and updates about your account, including
checkout dates and hold requests.
Item Renewals – Items can no longer be renewed
in order to stack checkout periods. For instance, if
an item with a three–week due date is checked out
today and renewed tomorrow, it will only have one
extra day added to the original checkout period.
Because of this, patrons are encouraged to wait
for the automatic renewal service to receive the
longest checkout possible. This service will attempt
to renew any item on a patron’s account two days
before the item’s due date, and there will be no loss
of days in the checkout period. Renewals cannot be
guaranteed.
New Renewal and Video Rules for St. Clair
Shores Items – The Library is excited to announce
two updates: 1. Most of our items will now allow two
renewals. 2. Only new feature films will be charged
a $2 rental fee. All other videos are now free for one
week, and are eligible for two renewals if no other
patron is waiting for them.
The Library looks forward to assisting patrons with
these features and sharing more as the new catalog
grows into a comfortable resource.

MeLCat available again
The Michigan eLibrary Catalog is active again. If an
item cannot be located at our Library or another SLC
library, this service increases your search to most
libraries in Michigan. While items may be ordered on
the MeLCat site, your MeLCat holds and checkouts will
now appear in your St. Clair Shores Library account.
MeLCat items with a four–week loan will now qualify
for automatic renewals if they are eligible.

Catalog Questions?
Do you have questions about the new catalog
computer system? Stop at the Information Desk
in the Library and the librarian will be happy to
introduce you to Polaris with a quick tutorial. She
will answer any questions you have and help you get
started with the new system.

ST. CLAIR SHORES
PUBLIC LIBRARY

ONLINE RESOURCES FROM
THE LIBRARY OF MICHIGAN
All Michigan residents are eligible for a Library of
Michigan (LM) library card. This library card is
the key to accessing the Library of Michigan's
specialized subscription databases from home. To
apply for a LM library card, and to see the listing of
available databases, go to WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/
LMDATABASES. Michigan residents age 18 and older
may apply for a card. The Library of Michigan will
email your library card number and password to you.
If you wish to check out physical items at the Library
of Michigan and receive a physical library card, you
will need to present your Michigan driver license or
state ID card in person at the Library's second floor
reference desk.

22500 Eleven Mile Road
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081-1399
586-771-9020
www.scslibrary.org

National Library Card
Sign–up Month
This past September was another successful month
for first–time and returning patrons, with 188 new
cards created. What better way to start to the school
year and the fall season than with a new library card!
To celebrate National Library Card Sign–up Month,
these patrons were entered into a raffle for five
$10 Target gift cards. Winners may show their new
library cards to the Circulation Desk to receive their
prize. Among the winners are Christopher Abela, Lori
Hass, and Alise Kauk. Congratulations!

SUPPORT THE LIBRARY
Buy a Book Program
This program allows anyone to purchase new fiction
($20), non–fiction ($25) or youth books ($15) for
the Library. A book plate will be placed inside the
book, acknowledging the gift. Checks should be
made payable to the St. Clair Shores Public Library.
Endowment Fund
This fund supports the purchase of reference books,
and special projects and materials to enhance the
Library and its collections. The fund welcomes gifts
in any amount, in cash, securities (stocks, bonds,
mutual funds) or bequests. There may be tax
advantages that a tax professional can advise about.
To donate, request an Endowment Fund Gift Card or
contact the Library.
Gift Book Program
A financial gift can honor or remember a special
someone. All funds are used to purchase new books
that will be enhanced by a book plate displaying the
honoree and donor inside the book. Someone can
be honored for a birthday, anniversary, graduation
or retirement. Books can memorialize someone,
celebrate a special occasion, or as a thank you.
Checks should be made payable to the St. Clair
Shores Public Library.

POETRY WORKSHOPS @ THE LIBRARY
NOVEMBER 17
DECEMBER 15
ML Liebler, the St. Clair Shores Poet Laureate, will lead
poetry workshops at the Library for any interested
writers on the third Thursday of the month in the
Gilstorf Meeting Room from 7 to 8:30 PM.
LOCAL HISTORY CENTER
The Local History Center is closed until further
notice.

The St. Clair Shores Library, 1943–1959.
Photo: St. Clair Shores Historical Commission

For other ways to support the Library such as giving
unrestricted donations or to otherwise enhance the
Library, phone 586–771–9020.
YARDENERS OF ST. CLAIR SHORES
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 7 PM
Anyone with an interest in gardening is welcome
at the monthly meeting of the Yardeners. For more
information, email scsyardeners@gmail.com.

Join Us!
The St. Clair Shores Historical Commission
is dedicated to the collection and preservation
of material relating to the history of the city
and its surrounding area.
If you are interested in joining us,
A view of the farmhouse garden. The St. Clair Shores Yardeners
in consultation with the museum curator researched period
accurate plants and layout for a farmhouse in the area c. 1868.
Flowers, herbs and fruit and vegetables would all have been
grown at that time.
Photo: St. Clair Shores Historical Commission

please apply for consideration at:
scsmi.net/116/Boards-Commissions

Youth
1ST STOP
MONDAYS, 10 AM
Join the Youth Services Department for thirty minutes
of songs, rhymes, and a story in the Gilstorf Meeting
Room.

STORYTIME
REGISRATION REQUIRED, BEGINS OCTOBER 31
These fun–filled programs include stories, songs,
fingerplays, and crafts. Space is limited.
MORNING STORYTIME
Tuesdays, 10:30 AM
November 8 – December 6
All Ages
EVENING STORYTIME
Tuesdays, 6:30 PM
November 8 – December 6
All Ages

TAKE & MAKES
WEEK OF NOVEMBER 7
WEEK OF DECEMBER 5
WEEK OF JANUARY 2
Children age two and up can have fun with a Take
& Make craft activity each month. Bags containing
supplies and instructions can be picked up during
Library hours from the bin inside the Youth Services
Room, while supplies last.
DROP–IN FUN DAY
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28
10:00 AM – 7:30 PM
Children of all ages and their adults are invited to
drop–in to the Gilstorf Meeting Room for some fun
activities during Winter Break! What would you do
with a big brown bag full of mystery items? We will
provide all different types of craft items for this make
and take event. Challenge your creativity, stretch
your imagination and surprise yourself with a LEGO
project. There will also be puzzles and board games.
Come spend some time having fun at the Library!

BABY STORYTIME–NEW!
Wednesdays, 9:30 AM
November 9 – December 7
Birth to 18 months
MORNING STORYTIME
Wednesdays, 10:30 AM
November 9 – December 7
All Ages
EVENING STORYTIME
Wednesdays, 6:30 PM
November 9 – December 7
All Ages
Registration for the next session of Storytime will
begin January 9, 2023.
Inquire at the Library for more information.

Teens
STORYTIME SURVEY
AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 14–NOVEMBER 30
The Youth Services Department is asking patrons to
complete a survey to gather information regarding
Storytime programming. The survey will be available
on paper in the Youth Services Room or online via
a Google Form link on the Storytime page of the
Library’s website.

TEEN VOLUNTEER SESSION
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 10–11:30AM
REGISTRATION BEGINS NOVEMBER 14
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 10–11:30AM
REGISTRATIONS BEGINS DECEMBER 12
Teens, age 11 to 18, are invited to a Volunteer
Session to assist the Youth Services Librarians
with program prep. Registration can be done in
person, by phone 586–771–9020, or by email at
SCSYouth@libcoop.net. Space is limited.

FRIENDS

DONATIONS
A reminder that the Friends are always accepting
gently used puzzles and accessory donations for use
in future sales. We are now also accepting up to two
(2) bags of used book donations. We have limited
storage space, therefore we cannot accept too many
donations at this time. There will be a donation bin
located inside of the Used Book store where items
can be dropped off.

FRIENDS BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
GET ON BOARD!
The Friends are looking for volunteers to serve as a
Programming chair on our board of directors. If you
love planning events then this is for you! The Board
meets once a month at the Library, and we ask for a
commitment of at least one year. If you’re interested
in getting more involved in your community and want
to help support your local Library, reach out to us on
Facebook or email scsfriendsofthelibrary@outlook.
com. We are also always looking for volunteers to
assist our other positions such as finance, marketing
and membership. We’d love to have you!

The Friends Book Discussion Group meets at 1 PM
on the second Wednesday of each month at the
Library. Everyone is welcome!
November 9		

Dear Edward, Ann Napolitano

December 14		

The Dollhouse, Fiona Davis

January 11		

The Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison

NEW! BECOME A FRIEND, ONLINE
The Friends have a new website that now allows us
to accept online membership sign ups! Visit friends–
of–the–scs–library.mailchimpsites.com and click
“Become a Member” or scan the QR code below to
sign up. Paper applications are also available at the
Library.

ONE–DAY HOLIDAY SALE
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2–8 PM
Library Reading Lounge
Make your gift shopping easier this year by shopping
our holiday sale. A variety of gently used puzzles,
jewelry, purses, scarves and watches will be available
for an unbeatable price. Avoid the long lines and
crowds at the big box stores; come to the Library
and find that perfect gift for a great deal. Cash or
checks only, please.

SELINSKY–GREEN FARMHOUSE MUSEUM
Museum open for tours 1 – 4 PM on Wednesdays &
Saturdays in November.
Museum closed Wednesday, November 23 and
Saturday, November 26; closed December 18 –
January 2; re–opens Wednesday, January 4, 2023.
All events are free and open to the public; no
registration required unless otherwise noted.
Donations are always welcome.
No food served at demonstration events.

MARZIPAN CANDY MAKING CLASS
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1–4 PM
–Museum curator Kim Parr will teach how to create
traditional marzipan candy shapes while giving a
history of this historical treat.
–Class limited to 12 participants. Tickets are non–
refundable. The class includes instruction and
supplies.
–Cost is $15 per person, cash or check. Make checks
payable to the St. Clair Shores Historical Society.
Register at the Library.
–This event is open to St. Clair Shores residents.

PARLOR GAMES
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1–4 PM
–Museum staff and volunteers will teach and play
parlor games from the late 1800s.
OPTIMIST CLUB SANTA STATION
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10, 10 AM–2 PM
–Children will meet with Santa Claus inside of the
Selinsky–Green Farmhouse Museum.
–Photo taking is welcome.
CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT MAKING
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1–4 PM
–Museum staff and volunteers will help children
make a Victorian ornament to take home.
MARZIPAN, MINCEMEAT AND MUSIC
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1–4 pm
–Museum staff and volunteers will be baking pies
and tarts with the mincemeat that was started in
November, while dressed in period clothing.
–Traditional marzipan candy making will be
demonstrated.

HISTORICAL COOKING DEMONSTRATION:
HOLIDAY MINCEMEAT
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1–4 PM
–Museum staff and volunteers will prepare a historical
recipe for real mincemeat while dressed in period
clothing, on a wood/coal fired 1800s cookstove.

TREE LIGHTING OPEN HOUSE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2, 6–8 PM
–Museum staff and volunteers will talk about
Christmas customs during the late 1800s; the
Museum will be decorated for the holidays.
–Marzipan candy making will be demonstrated.

CHRISTMAS BAKING DEMONSTRATION
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1–4 PM
–Museum staff and volunteers will be preparing
documented historical recipes from the late 1800s
while dressed in period clothing. The recipes will
focus on what ingredients were available at that
time.

Stove in the Farmhouse Museum

Friends of the St. Clair Shores Public Library
Membership Application
Please print clearly or use an address label.

Name							

Date

Address

o Book Sales

City					

State		

Phone					

E–mail

o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Senior 62+
Individual
Family
Contributor
Benefactor
Patron
Life

Please Volunteer

$ 10.00
$ 15.00
$ 20.00
$ 40.00
$ 100.00
$ 250.00
$ 500.00

Zip Code

o Membership
o Program Coordination
o Volunteer Coordination

Please make checks payable to
“Friends of the St. Clair Shores Public Library”
St. Clair Shores Public Library 22500 Eleven Mile Road, St. Clair Shores, MI 48081
As a 501(c)(3) non–profit organization, dues and contributions
are tax deductible and may qualify for a Michigan tax credit.

o New Member

o Renewal
12/16/19

Please detach on dotted line.
Newsletter Staff: Amanda Brantley, Heidi Christein, Joseph Coppens,
Elizabeth Drewek, Kathleen Harville, Kim Parr, Eileen Sullivan
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