Welcome to

The History Walk: Farming in St. Clair Shores
The earliest inhabitants of present day St. Clair
Shores were Native American people, the Ojibwe
or Ojibwa, sometimes known as the Chippewa.
The first non-indigenous settlers in the area were
French, some of whom were fur trappers. The
French were joined by English, Germans, Belgians
and Irish.
By 1850, the area that now includes St. Clair Shores
was known as Erin Township and the population
was 974. Most people lived near Lake St. Clair and
farmed the land, taking their cows and produce to
market in Mt. Clemens via Two Cow Path (Little
Mack Avenue).

By 1911, Erin Township had grown, and the eastern
half (including present day St. Clair Shores) was
separated from Erin Township and renamed
Lake Township. By 1920, Lake Township had a
population of almost 2,000 people.
In 1925 the Township officially became the Village
of St. Clair Shores, and many residents still made
their living by farming.
The photos in this exhibit show places and people
that existed at least 100 years ago, linking the farms
of by-gone St. Clair Shores to the city of today.

To see more historic photos, please visit the
Local History Digital Collection on the Library’s website www.scslibrary.org.
Photographs courtesy of the St. Clair Shores Historical Commission

Lake Township Map,
1916
This map shows who owned which
properties in this area in 1916.

Bonhoff Farmhouse
This home at 25625 Jefferson was built about 1902 for William and Elizabeth Bonhoff and their family.
After William died in 1912, Elizabeth remained and continued farming with her son and his family. The building was renovated in 1981 into a
dentist’s office.

Schroeder Farmhouse
Frederick Schroeder built this home about 1870. The Schroeder family lived in the house until the 1920s, when it was rented and then
converted into a roadhouse, although some of the land was farmed into the 1950s. This photo from 1955 shows the house when it was a
furniture store.
Frederick and Sophia Schroeder immigrated to the US from Mecklenburg, Germany in the 1850s. In 1865 they purchased 320 acres of land
to farm. Their first home was a log house, but this brick Victorian home was theirs for about 50 years. Accounts vary, but it is estimated
between 100,000 to 300,000 bricks were used in its construction. It is currently home to shops and restaurants. The St. Clair Shores
Historical Commission granted approval of the request for a marker recognizing the history of the building in 2012. The address is 26717
Little Mack Avenue.

Alexander Frazho Farmhouse
The Alexander Frazho farmhouse was built about 1910. Alexander’s sons Arthur (born 1892) and Clifford (born 1906) are pictured on the
porch.
The house was on Jefferson Avenue near Centennial Street. It was destroyed in a fire.

Farmer
Alexander Frazho
Alexander Frazho (1856-1942) farmed in St. Clair Shores
with his wife Maggie and their eight children.
The Frazho farm was named a Michigan Centennial Farm
in 1974, indicating the land had been owned and farmed by
the same family for at least 100 years.
Alexander’s father, Louis Frazho (1818-1893), arrived from
Canada and farmed in what is now St. Clair Shores from at
least 1850.

Farmer
William Meldrum
William Meldrum (1820-1908) and his wife Cora had a farm
on Jefferson, north of Masonic Boulevard, as early as 1850.
William Meldrum was born about 1820 and married
in 1848. US Census records show him farming in Erin
Township as early as 1850.

Champine Family Women and Children
Members of the Champine family were farming in St. Clair Shores as early as 1850 and continued to farm in the area into the 1940s. This
photo is from about 1900.
One of the Champine family farms was on Champine Road (now 12 Mile Road).

Couchez Farm
Pictured is Edmund Couchez with his niece Virginia and
various poultry on the Couchez farm about 1890. Edmund was
the son of Benjamin Couchez, who owned numerous parcels of
farm land in the area.
Edmund Couchez (1874-1954) farmed most of his life. His
father Benjamin, an immigrant from Belgium, also farmed as
did other members of the family.
Thirteen Mile Road was once Couchez Road because one of
the Couchez family members had a farm there.

Couchez Farmhouse
One of the Couchez farmhouses in St. Clair Shores about 1890. Pictured are Jennie Couchez (at left) and unknown woman. Jennie (18861963) worked on the farm, as a dress-maker, a book-keeper and as a clerk.
The house was located on Jefferson Avenue near Maple Street (north of 10 Mile Road); the house no longer exists. Jennie’s parents, Benjamin
and Virginia, also farmed.

Farm Wagon
A farm wagon and horses on the Couchez farm about 1915.

Maison Family
The Maison family began farming in Lake Township about 1852. Some family members are pictured here at a family farm about 1894.
Standing (from left): Edmund Maison, Victor Maison, Richard, William Feske, Henry Maison, Martin Maison, Gab. LaForest, Mike Maison,
Dave Henning, Henry Henning, Jerome Forton, John Maison, John Snax, Fred Maison, George Maison.
Seated: Mary Maison holding Eddie, Christine Maison, Clara Maison.
Reclining: Napoleon Maison, Tom Labadie, Charlie Maison.

Meloche Farmhouse
From left: Arthur (son), Noah (father), Mary (mother), and two others, c. 1905 on the farm on 13 Mile Road.
13 Mile Road was once known as Meloche Road, after this family who farmed there. The farm on 13 Mile Road was near Avon Street. Arthur
Meloche was born in 1886 and his World War I draft card and US Census information lists him as a farmer, as his father was. Arthur died in
1931.

Ice Cutting
Horses wait for ice to be loaded on to a sled about 1912. The
cut ice would then be taken to ice houses for storage and
sale.
Mass production of home refrigerators did not begin until
about 1918 and only became widespread in the US in the
1920s and 1930s. Prior to that, ice boxes were used to keep
perishables fresh.

Trombley Farm
View of Frank and Pauline Trombley’s farm on Jefferson Avenue near 10 Mile Road in 1922. They were working on the farm as early as 1880.
Frank Trombley (1844-1915) and his wife Pauline (1852-1940) had at least six children. Frank’s parents, Francis and Theresa Forton Trombley,
also farmed in the area.

Trombley Family and Farmhouse
Pictured in 1898 are (left to right): Nettie and Pauline Trombley, Mrs. Prell, unidentified child, William and Albert Trombley.

These 1920 photographs
show a machine digging
a well and hitting water
at the Couchez farm on
Jefferson Avenue.

Digging A Well

“Farm Boys”
Left to right: Art Bonhoff, Art Frazho, Henry Frazho and unknown at the Alexander Frazho farm on Jefferson Avenue, about 1905.

Selinsky-Green Family Farmhouse
The Green home in the 1920s in its original location at Eleven Mile and Grant Roads, before it was moved to the Library in 1975. The woman
may be Ernestine Green.

Selinsky-Green Family Home
The Green house in 1975, prior to being moved to the Library site and being restored.
The house was built about 1868 by John and Mary Selinsky. It was given to their daughter Ernestine when she married John Green in 1874.
Members of the Green family lived in the home until 1974.

